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CIRCUIT COURIER
A P R I L -  J U N E  2 0 2 6

Marci Rex and Dane Leitner Appointed to the Fifteenth Judicial CircuitMarci Rex and Dane Leitner Appointed to the Fifteenth Judicial CircuitMarci Rex and Dane Leitner Appointed to the Fifteenth Judicial CircuitMarci Rex and Dane Leitner Appointed to the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit

O n  A p r i l  1 6 ,  G o v e r n o r  R o n  D e S a n t i s  a p p o i n t e d  M a r c i  R e x
t o  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t  C o u n t y  C o u r t  B e n c h .  

J u d g e  R e x  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  n e w  C o u n t y  C i v i l  D i v i s i o n  R C .  

P r i o r  t o  h e r  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  J u d g e  R e x  s e r v e d  a s  a
l o n g t i m e  A s s i s t a n t  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  i n  P a l m  B e a c h  C o u n t y .

O n  A p r i l  1 6 ,  G o v e r n o r  R o n  D e S a n t i s  a p p o i n t e d  D a n e  L e i t n e r  t o
t h e  F i f t e e n t h  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  B e n c h .  J u d g e  L e i t n e r  i s

a s s i g n e d  t o  a  n e w  C i r c u i t  j u d g e s h i p  a n d  p r e s i d e s  o v e r  F a m i l y
D i v i s i o n  F A .  

P r i o r  t o  h i s  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  J u d g e  L e i t n e r  w a s  a
s h a r e h o l d e r  a t  G r a y R o b i n s o n  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  f o r

b u s i n e s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  F l o r i d a .

https://twitter.com/15thCircuit
https://www.15thcircuit.com/
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Cheryl Caracuzzo RetiresHon. Cheryl Caracuzzo RetiresHon. Cheryl Caracuzzo Retires

Investiture for the Hon. Michael BarnettInvestiture for the Hon. Michael BarnettInvestiture for the Hon. Michael Barnett
On  April 17, the Circuit held the official robing ceremony for the Honorable Michael A. Barnett. The celebration featured many

family members, friends, judicial colleagues and community dignitaries and included close to a dozen gift presentations and
several special remarks by friends and colleagues.

A f t e r  1 1  y e a r s  o n  t h e  b e n c h ,  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h e r y l  C a r a c u z z o  r e t i r e d
f r o m  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 6 .  A p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e

C i r c u i t  C o u r t  b e n c h  i n  2 0 1 5  b y  G o v e r n o r  R i c k  S c o t t ,  J u d g e  C a r a c u z z o
s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C i r c u i t  C i v i l ,  C i r c u i t  C r i m i n a l ,

F a m i l y / P r o b a t e / G u a r d i a n s h i p  a n d  F a m i l y  D i v i s i o n s  d u r i n g  h e r  t e n u r e .

P r i o r  t o  h e r  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  J u d g e  C a r a c u z z o  s e r v e d  a s  a
l o n g t i m e  A s s i s t a n t  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  w i t h  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t

S t a t e  A t t o r n e y ’ s  O f f i c e .
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Sara Willis Appointed as Administrative JudgeHon. Sara Willis Appointed as Administrative JudgeHon. Sara Willis Appointed as Administrative Judge
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  S a r a  W i l l i s  o n  h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s

t h e  n e w  C i r c u i t  C r i m i n a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u d g e .

I n  t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e ,  J u d g e  W i l l i s  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  C o u r t ’ s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o n  t h e  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  C o u r t  S y s t e m
T a s k  F o r c e  a n d  t h e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l ,  w h e r e  s h e
c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  p a r t n e r s  t o  a d v a n c e  i n i t i a t i v e s

t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e
t h r o u g h o u t  P a l m  B e a c h  C o u n t y .

J u d g e  W i l l i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p
t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  k e y  i n i t i a t i v e s .  M o s t  n o t a b l y ,  s h e  l e d  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i r c u i t ’ s  n e w  C r i m i n a l
S c h e d u l i n g  O r d e r ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  u n i f o r m  d e a d l i n e s  f o r  f i l i n g

m o t i o n s  t o  d i s m i s s  a n d  m o t i o n s  t o  s u p p r e s s ,  p r o m o t i n g  c o n s i s t e n c y
a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  a c r o s s  t h e  C i r c u i t  C r i m i n a l  D i v i s i o n s .  

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  i n  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  J u d g e  W i l l i s  o n  h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s
C i r c u i t  C r i m i n a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u d g e ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e r

c o n t i n u e d  l e a d e r s h i p .

Congratulations to Our JudiciaryCongratulations to Our JudiciaryCongratulations to Our Judiciary

The Honorable Sherri Collins received the
Distinguished Jurist Award from the Palm Beach

County Chapter of the Florida Association for
Women Lawyers at their Justice Pariente Judicial

Reception on April 6.

The Honorable Melanie Dale Surber received a Heroes
and Helpers Award from the Delray Beach Police

Department on April 28. Judge Surber, assigned to South
County Juvenile Division JS, is active in various local
school and community events, including the annual

“Shop with a Cop” at the Holidays event.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

The Honorable Charles Burton received the
Distinguished Jurist of the Year Award from the

South County Bar Association during their annual
Installation Gala held on May 2. 

The Honorable Bradley Harper received the Jurist
of the Year award by the North County Section of

the Palm Beach County Bar Association during
their awards dinner on May 21. 

The Honorable Cymonie Rowe received the 2026
JDI Award for West Palm Beach from the Judicial

Diversity Initiative on May 21.

The Honorable Laura Burkhart received the Woman
Lawyer of the Year Award from the South Palm

Beach County chapter of the Florida Association of
Women Lawyers on May 27 during their Celebration

and Installation event.

Judge Burton with his longtime 
Judicial Assistant, Mary Beardsley
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Serves on Leadership Summit PanelHon. Cymonie Rowe Serves on Leadership Summit PanelHon. Cymonie Rowe Serves on Leadership Summit Panel
The Honorable Cymonie Rowe participated in a nationwide panel titled "Origin Stories: The Challenges That Shaped

Us - Overcoming challenges through resilience and grit" during the 2026 National Women's Leadership Summit
hosted by the American Board of Trial Advocates April 9-12 in Savannah, GA.

The weekend conference was a gathering of women trial lawyers that included leadership, connection and renewal.

*Photos courtesy of Sweet Pecks Photography*

Hon. Sherri Collins Hosts Youth Law DayHon. Sherri Collins Hosts Youth Law DayHon. Sherri Collins Hosts Youth Law Day
American Heritage StudentsAmerican Heritage Students

Shadow the Hon. Sarah ShullmanShadow the Hon. Sarah Shullman
American Heritage Students

Shadow the Hon. Sarah Shullman

On April 11, the Honorable Sherri Collins, in partnership with the
Palm Beach County Bar Association, hosted a Youth Law Day event. 

Approximately 80 youth were in attendance at the Main
Courthouse. There, Judges, attorneys, and others taught various

topics including civics and the legal system. 

On Tuesday, April 14, the Honorable Sarah Shullman welcome 14
seniors from the American Heritage Pre-Law Program to shadow

her for the day as a part of their pre-law internships. 

Chief Judge Glenn Kelley spoke to the students about the Circuit
and provided advice on pursuing careers in the legal field. PBSO

Deputy Gregory and his K9 “Din” visited the students and
explained the role of the K9. The students also observed judicial
hearings, trials, which provided them insight into the workings of

our local legal system.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

On April 17, students with the Palm Beach State College
Paralegal Program paid a visit to the courtroom of the Honorable

Caryn Siperstein. The students were able to learn more about
Judge Siperstein’s legal career and participate in a Q&A session.

On April 17, Judges Bradley Harper, John
Parnofiello and Lisa Small participated in the
monthly CourtCounsel event, which provides
attorneys the opportunity to connect with the

judiciary on a range of topics.

Palm Beach State College StudentsPalm Beach State College Students
Visit the Hon. Caryn SipersteinVisit the Hon. Caryn Siperstein

Palm Beach State College Students
Visit the Hon. Caryn Siperstein

Judges Participate in CourtCounsel EventJudges Participate in CourtCounsel EventJudges Participate in CourtCounsel Event

The Circuit Says Farewell to theThe Circuit Says Farewell to the
Hon. James MartzHon. James Martz

The Circuit Says Farewell to the
Hon. James Martz

On April 15, during a Full Court meeting, Chief Judge
Glenn Kelley provided remarks and presented Judge

Martz with a gift from the Circuit to honor his retirement
after 20 years of service on the bench.

Hon. Samantha Schosberg FeuerHon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer  
Swears In New AttorneySwears In New Attorney

Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer 
Swears In New Attorney

On April 20, the Honorable Samantha Schosberg Feuer
administered the new attorney oath to Max Nacht.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. G. Joseph CurleyHon. G. Joseph Curley  
Presents at CLE EventPresents at CLE Event
Hon. G. Joseph Curley 
Presents at CLE Event

On April 21, the Honorable G. Joseph Curley gave a
presentation during the Deeds, Liens and Garnishments: What
Family Lawyers Need to Know event presented by the Family

Law Committee of the Palm Beach County Bar Association.

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Swears InHon. Cymonie Rowe Swears In
  New AttorneyNew Attorney

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Swears In
 New Attorney

On April 22, the Honorable Cymonie Rowe had the
pleasure of administering the new attorney oath to her

former judicial intern Amber Sanders.

Hon. Lauren Burke WelcomesHon. Lauren Burke Welcomes        
St. Ann’s Catholic School DebateSt. Ann’s Catholic School Debate

Team to Her CourtroomTeam to Her Courtroom

Hon. Lauren Burke Welcomes    
St. Ann’s Catholic School Debate

Team to Her Courtroom

On April 22, the Honorable Lauren Burke welcomed
students from St. Ann’s Catholic School debate team
to her courtroom. During their visit, the students put

their verbal skills to the test by presenting arguments.

Hon. Lauren Burke Speaks to BocaHon. Lauren Burke Speaks to Boca
Leadership GroupLeadership Group

Hon. Lauren Burke Speaks to Boca
Leadership Group

On April 22, the Honorable Lauren Burke spoke to the
Chamber of Boca Raton’s Boca Leadership Group. During
their visit, Judge Burke shared her journey to becoming a

judge and answered questions about her work in the
Domestic Violence division.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Carver Middle Mock TrialHon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Carver Middle Mock TrialHon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Carver Middle Mock Trial

On April 24, the Honorable Cymonie Rowe with participation from Judges Lauren Burke and
Michael Barnett, welcomed students from Carver Middle School to the historical

courthouse for the annual Carver Middle School Mock Trial event. 

In its 14th year, the event offers Carver students the opportunity to serve in various
capacities within the judicial process including as attorneys, jurors and courtroom deputies.

The students are assigned a role and work with volunteers and mentors made up of local
attorneys for several weeks.

During the event, the students put their skills to the test in the case Florida v. Tyler Banks.
After hearing arguments and testimony from both sides, the jury reached a guilty verdict.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Inaugural Next-Gen Leadership SummitHon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Inaugural Next-Gen Leadership SummitHon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Inaugural Next-Gen Leadership Summit
On April 25, the Honorable Cymonie Rowe, with coordination from a planning committee made up of local business

and legal professionals, hosted a day-long event for nearly 100 Palm Beach County middle and high school students,
geared towards empowerment, mentorship and exposure to various career fields. Many of the Fifteenth Judicial

Circuit judges and magistrates participated as panel speakers and presenters. 

Hon. Charles Burton and Hon. SamanthaHon. Charles Burton and Hon. Samantha
Schosberg Feuer Participate in Legal SeminarSchosberg Feuer Participate in Legal Seminar

Hon. Charles Burton and Hon. Samantha
Schosberg Feuer Participate in Legal Seminar

On May 7, the Honorable Charles Burton and Honorable Samantha
Schosberg Feuer, served as panelists during the “A View from the
Bench” event presented by the PBC Bar Association’s Elder Law

Committee. During the seminar, they provided their perspectives on the
use of AI in elder law practice, professionalism in the practice of elder

law and guardianship and more.

Hon. Sherri Collins Leads JuryHon. Sherri Collins Leads Jury
Selection RoundtableSelection Roundtable

Hon. Sherri Collins Leads Jury
Selection Roundtable

On May 7, the Honorable Sherri Collins led a roundtable on jury
selection during the South Palm Beach County Bar Association's

“Table for 10 event, hosted by their Mentorship Committee. During
the evening, attendees were able to discuss effective jury selection

practices, building rapport with potential jurors and more.
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer andHon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer and
Court Administration StaffCourt Administration Staff
Participate in Youth CourtParticipate in Youth Court  

Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer and
Court Administration Staff
Participate in Youth Court 

On May 12, the Honorable Samantha Schosberg Feuer and
Elizabeth Urquiola, Administrative Assistant III, participated in
the final installment of the Youth Court program. The monthly

series provides Palm Beach County students with the
opportunity to gain first-hand legal experience, serving as

attorneys and jurors for juvenile hearings. This month included
10 students and 10 volunteer attorneys.

Installation Ceremony for Magistrate Allison KapnerInstallation Ceremony for Magistrate Allison KapnerInstallation Ceremony for Magistrate Allison Kapner

On May 12, the Circuit held a swearing-in ceremony for Magistrate Kapner, who began her role with the Circuit in February 2026. 

Many family members, friends, fellow Magistrates, judges and Court Administration staff were present to help celebrate. One of those
special guests was Magistrate Kapner's father, retired Judge and former Chief Judge Lewis Kapner.

During the ceremony, Administrative Magistrate Maxine Williams provided remarks, Chief Judge Glenn Kelley administered the oath
and Magistrate Kapner reflected on her journey, expressing gratitude for those who have supported her along the way.

Judges Participate in JurorJudges Participate in Juror
Appreciation Day EventAppreciation Day Event

Judges Participate in Juror
Appreciation Day Event

On May 12, in collaboration with the Palm Beach County Bar Association,
Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller, Palm Beach County and American

Board of Trial Advocates - Palm Beach Chapter/ABOTA, the Circuit hosted an
event in honor of Juror Appreciation Day.

 Jurors were able to enjoy coffee and breakfast pastries as Chief Judge Glenn
Kelley, Judge Sherri Collins, Judge Cymonie Rowe, and attorney Andrew

Kwan were all present to express gratitude for those who appeared to
perform their civic duty. Jurors play a vital role in helping to uphold the rule

of law and protect constitutional rights.

https://www.facebook.com/pbcba1922?__cft__[0]=AZYlSYQkUJ_jzkhp-KGtva9ahs-08X2BzCxJ32S0Mg2bF5NGFy6jIx7r42bzitH18NYVqgzZJo_DVy2UmPQjLgfi61AemfVp_m-IvSHiTIo5hXGMtRF6ULwr8WlZCWdtDDrO5AljxDmfNrZlBf1436ZhtNCXFGXr4i4Eb3hrE3LCOnuLXlfPaEUf8hQ7PbNcOdY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ClerkPBC?__cft__[0]=AZYlSYQkUJ_jzkhp-KGtva9ahs-08X2BzCxJ32S0Mg2bF5NGFy6jIx7r42bzitH18NYVqgzZJo_DVy2UmPQjLgfi61AemfVp_m-IvSHiTIo5hXGMtRF6ULwr8WlZCWdtDDrO5AljxDmfNrZlBf1436ZhtNCXFGXr4i4Eb3hrE3LCOnuLXlfPaEUf8hQ7PbNcOdY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ABOTAPB?__cft__[0]=AZYlSYQkUJ_jzkhp-KGtva9ahs-08X2BzCxJ32S0Mg2bF5NGFy6jIx7r42bzitH18NYVqgzZJo_DVy2UmPQjLgfi61AemfVp_m-IvSHiTIo5hXGMtRF6ULwr8WlZCWdtDDrO5AljxDmfNrZlBf1436ZhtNCXFGXr4i4Eb3hrE3LCOnuLXlfPaEUf8hQ7PbNcOdY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ABOTAPB?__cft__[0]=AZYlSYQkUJ_jzkhp-KGtva9ahs-08X2BzCxJ32S0Mg2bF5NGFy6jIx7r42bzitH18NYVqgzZJo_DVy2UmPQjLgfi61AemfVp_m-IvSHiTIo5hXGMtRF6ULwr8WlZCWdtDDrO5AljxDmfNrZlBf1436ZhtNCXFGXr4i4Eb3hrE3LCOnuLXlfPaEUf8hQ7PbNcOdY&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/NationalABOTA?__cft__[0]=AZYlSYQkUJ_jzkhp-KGtva9ahs-08X2BzCxJ32S0Mg2bF5NGFy6jIx7r42bzitH18NYVqgzZJo_DVy2UmPQjLgfi61AemfVp_m-IvSHiTIo5hXGMtRF6ULwr8WlZCWdtDDrO5AljxDmfNrZlBf1436ZhtNCXFGXr4i4Eb3hrE3LCOnuLXlfPaEUf8hQ7PbNcOdY&__tn__=-]K-R
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Rosarian Academy Students VisitRosarian Academy Students Visit
the Main Courthousethe Main Courthouse

Rosarian Academy Students Visit
the Main Courthouse

On May 28, the Honorable Marni Bryson welcomed a group
of 7  grade students from Rosarian Academy to her
courtroom. During their visit to the courthouse, the

students were able to enjoy a K9 demonstration, as well as
observe a trial presided over by Judge Scott Suskauer.

th

Hon. Carolyn Bell Teaches atHon. Carolyn Bell Teaches at
Florida Bar SeminarFlorida Bar Seminar

Hon. Carolyn Bell Teaches at
Florida Bar Seminar

The Honorable Carolyn Bell lent her expertise to 100
attorneys attending the Florida Bar Trial Lawyers Advanced
Trial Advocacy course program, which was held May 26-30

at the St. Thomas University College of Law in Miami,
Florida. Judge Bell gave a presentation on professionalism

as a part of the four-day program, which provided trial
lawyers the tools to hone their litigation skills through

lectures, discussions and demonstrations.

On May 15, Judges April Bristow, Sara Alijewicz, Lauren Burke
and Ashley Zuckerman served as panelists for a Town Hall event

hosted by the Criminal Law CLE Committee of the Palm Beach
County Bar Association. Attendees were able to hear from the

judges on topics including ethics and professionalism in the
criminal courts (including Richardson hearings); the use of AI in

research; and general case management.

On May 15, the Honorable Carolyn Bell and Honorable
Katherine Mullinax participated in the May session of the
monthly CourtCounsel event hosted by the Palm Beach

County Bar Association. During this session, attorneys were
able to have an informal discussion with the judges on

practical issues in civil ligitation.

Hon. Carolyn Bell and Hon. KatherineHon. Carolyn Bell and Hon. Katherine
Mullinax Participate in CourtCounsel EventMullinax Participate in CourtCounsel Event

Hon. Carolyn Bell and Hon. Katherine
Mullinax Participate in CourtCounsel Event

Judges Participate in Town Hall EventJudges Participate in Town Hall EventJudges Participate in Town Hall Event
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Hon. Cymonie Rowe Serves As Panelist at ABOTA SummitHon. Cymonie Rowe Serves As Panelist at ABOTA SummitHon. Cymonie Rowe Serves As Panelist at ABOTA Summit
The Honorable Cymonie Rowe served as a speaker on a judicial panel at the 2026 American Board of Trial Advocates
Civics Summit, held in Austin, TX June 10-12. The Summit is a professional development event that brings together

civics educators, professors, lawyers and judges to discuss topics focused on civics education in America.

Judges Luncheon with Clerk’s Office InternsJudges Luncheon with Clerk’s Office InternsJudges Luncheon with Clerk’s Office Interns

On June 15, Judges Santo DiGangi, April Bristow, Bradley Harper,
Jaimie Goodman, Carolyn Bell and G. Joseph Curley met with students

from the Clerk’s Office Summer Finance & Justice Internship.

Judge G. Joseph Curley

Judge Bradley Harper Judge April Bristow Judge Jaimie Goodman
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Highlighting the Judiciary

Retired Judge Jeffrey Gillen Presides Over Mock TrialRetired Judge Jeffrey Gillen Presides Over Mock TrialRetired Judge Jeffrey Gillen Presides Over Mock Trial

On June 18, retired Judge Jeffrey Gillen presided over a mock trial with students participants
from the Clerk’s Office Summer Finance & Justice Internship.
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Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff 

South County Resource Room Grand OpeningSouth County Resource Room Grand OpeningSouth County Resource Room Grand Opening
On April 21, the Juvenile Division hosted a grand opening for the new youth and family resource room,
located at the South County Courthouse in Delray Beach. Court partners gathered for the event, which
was hosted by Judge Melanie Dale Surber. Those who visit will find a clothing closet, books, a playroom

and resources for youth and families. The room is open to anyone and can be accessed during
Courthouse hours. It is located in the shared space with the Guardian Ad Litem program office on the
second floor, near Courtroom 4. Special thanks to Juvenile Court Director Cristy Altaro and Juvenile

Case Manager Jasmine Valdez for their efforts with the design and furnishing of the room. For donations,
contact Jasmine Valdez.

15th Judicial Circuit Teams Participate in Florida’s Joint Dependency Drug Court &15th Judicial Circuit Teams Participate in Florida’s Joint Dependency Drug Court &
Early Childhood Court All-Sites MeetingEarly Childhood Court All-Sites Meeting

15th Judicial Circuit Teams Participate in Florida’s Joint Dependency Drug Court &
Early Childhood Court All-Sites Meeting

From April 14–16, 2026, the Early Childhood Court and Family
Treatment Court teams joined colleagues from across Florida at
the Joint Dependency Drug Courts and Early Childhood Courts

All-Sites Meeting held at PGA National Resort in Palm Beach
Gardens. Hosted by the Office of the State Courts Administrator,

this year's conference, "Strengthening Bonds, Restoring Hope,
Creating Safe Pathways to Resilient Futures," highlighted

innovative strategies for supporting families, promoting healing,
and improving outcomes for children involved in the child welfare

system.

 Representatives from the 15th Judicial Circuit participated in the
event, including Judge Kathleen Kroll, Court Administration staff,
attorneys, Guardian ad Litem representatives, dependency case

management professionals, treatment providers, and other valued
community partners, reflecting the collaborative approach that is

central to both courts. 

Representing the 15th Judicial Circuit, Dr. Rachel Lively presented
"Data-Driven Decisions: Strengthening Outcomes in Dependency

Drug Courts and Early Childhood Courts," highlighting how the
strategic use of data can strengthen decision-making, improve
program performance, and enhance outcomes for children and

families.

Mary Quinlan, Chief Deputy Trial Court Administrator
and

 Cristy Altaro, Juvenile Court Director

Family Treatment Court staff

Jasmine Valdez, Juvenile Court Case Manager, Judge Surber and
Cristy Altaro, Juvenile Court Director
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Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff 

2026 Take Your Child to Work Day2026 Take Your Child to Work Day2026 Take Your Child to Work Day

On April 23, the Circuit hosted the annual Take Your Child to Work Day event, welcoming students ranging
from ages 9-16 to the main courthouse to participate in various informative and engaging activities including
a session on mindfulness, mock trials, a mock jury selection process,  mock mediation and panel discussions.

Chief Judge Glenn Kelley gives welcome remarks Judge Katherine Mullinax presides over mock trial

Glenn Milgraum, ADR Director leads mock mediation session Students listen to presentation by the Historical Society of
Palm Beach County staff on the “Pioneer Era” exhibit
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Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff

HR Team Presentation with JudgesHR Team Presentation with JudgesHR Team Presentation with Judges

On April 28, the Circuit’s Human Resources team
provided a comprehensive presentation to the judges
covering a variety of key employment-related topics.
The presentation included information on hiring and

recruitment, ADA accommodation requests,
retirement benefits and planning, and other

important HR policies and processes. The session was
intended to provide judges with a better

understanding of available resources, procedures,
and considerations related to their roles as

employees and leaders.

Court CIO Noel Chessman Speaks on Responsible AI InnovationCourt CIO Noel Chessman Speaks on Responsible AI Innovation
at National Webinarat National Webinar

Court CIO Noel Chessman Speaks on Responsible AI Innovation
at National Webinar

Court Chief Information Officer Noel Chessman recently served as a panelist in the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and
Thomson Reuters webinar, “Agentic AI in Legal Settings: Guardrails for Responsible Innovation,” held on May 20. The session drew

significant interest, with more than 800 attendees nationwide.

The panel explored both policy and technical strategies, as well as the challenges courts face in successfully implementing agentic AI
technologies. Chessman contributed insights based on the court’s practical experience integrating automation and artificial intelligence

into judicial processes.

Chessman is a frequent presenter on court innovation initiatives, including the Judicial Virtual Services (JVS) Robotic Process
Automation (RPA) program. This technology is currently used to automatically generate the Uniform Differentiated Case Management
Orders & Order Setting Trial and Domestic Violence Injunction Petition without human intervention—helping streamline workflows and

improve efficiency. Also presenting at the webinar was Parik Chokshi, IT Director for the Palm Beach County Clerk & Comptroller.
Chokshi highlighted the Clerk’s use of artificial intelligence in docketing, which has received national recognition as a model for

innovation in the field.

Together, the Clerk’s AI-powered docketing and Court Technology’s RPA systems create a fully automated workflow—from the electronic
filing of a petition to the generation and service of orders—demonstrating how integrated technologies can transform court operations. 

William Hutchings, Jr., Chief of Personnel Services, Joi Lasnick, Human
Resources Analyst II and Justin Forest, Human Resources Manager
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Around the Circuit 

2026 Summer Judicial Intern & Law Clerk Program Begins2026 Summer Judicial Intern & Law Clerk Program Begins2026 Summer Judicial Intern & Law Clerk Program Begins
On June 1, the Circuit welcomed this year’s group of judicial and law clerk interns to the program with

an orientation, software training and a courthouse tour. On June 5, the group paid a visit to our Gun
Club location for First Appearance with Judge Lourdes Casanova and a tour of the jail.

Directors Gain Professional Development Tools at Annual TrainingDirectors Gain Professional Development Tools at Annual TrainingDirectors Gain Professional Development Tools at Annual Training

On June 12, Trial Court Administrator Barbara
Dawicke and the Court Administrator Directors held
their Directors’ Training at Mounts Botanical Garden.

The full day event featured a presentation from Dr.
Suzanne Peterson, Partner at CRA | Admired

Leadership on the topic of Elevating Performance
and Holding Others Accountable, as well as a review
of the proposed revised New Employee Handbook.
The event is one of the annual trainings held by the

TCA as a team-building exercise for the Directors and
training to sharpen their leadership skills.

Melissa Sotillo, Director of Administrative Services; Debra Oats, Director of
Administrative Services; William Hutchings, Jr., Chief of Personnel

Services; Mary Quinlan, Chief Deputy Trial Court Administrator; Robin
Shevock, Civil Court Operations Manager; Barbara Dawicke, Trial Court

Administrator; Jackson Mack, Drug Court Manager; Maxine Williams,
Administrative Magistrate; Diane Wilson Miller, Law Library Manager;
Ashlyn Darden, General Counsel; Richalyn Miller, Public Information

Officer; Glenn Milgraum, ADR Director; Stefanie Thomas, Budget Manager 
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Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff

Family Treatment Court Team Participates in Professional DevelopmentFamily Treatment Court Team Participates in Professional Development
on Purpose-Driven Practiceon Purpose-Driven Practice

Family Treatment Court Team Participates in Professional Development
on Purpose-Driven Practice

On June 12, the Family Treatment Court team participated
in an in-person training led by Dr. Kimberly Renk, focusing
on the importance of understanding the collective "why"

behind the team's work with children and families. 

Through a trauma-informed lens, the training encouraged
team members to reflect on how purpose, compassion,

and collaboration strengthen their ability to support
parents in recovery while promoting safe, healthy

outcomes for children. The session reinforced the value of
maintaining a family-centered approach and the lasting

impact that dedicated professionals can have on the lives
of those they serve.

 The Family Treatment Court team looks forward to
continuing this important work through future trainings

with Dr. Renk and further strengthening its commitment to
helping families heal, reunify, and thrive.

Family Treatment Court team members with Dr. Kimberly Renk

Truancy Docket Continues to Support Student SuccessTruancy Docket Continues to Support Student SuccessTruancy Docket Continues to Support Student Success
During the second quarter of 2026, the Truancy Docket served 37 active cases

representing students from 26 different schools throughout Palm Beach County. 

Over the course of the quarter, the Court conducted 97 truancy hearings, working
collaboratively with families, schools, and community partners to address barriers
to school attendance and promote student success. The quarter also marked five
successful case closures, with those cases remaining open an average of 158 days

before achieving positive outcomes. 

These results reflect the Truancy Docket's continued commitment to improving
school attendance through accountability, early intervention, and coordinated

support for students and their families.

Juvenile Drug CourtJuvenile Drug Court  Juvenile Drug Court 

Juvenile Drug Court continues to celebrate its successes in 2026. 
 

In April 2026, under the direction of Judge Bradley Harper, Juvenile
Drug Court celebrated its latest graduation with three youth who

earned a successful completion of the program as well termination
of their Juvenile Probation. Over the past year, 100% of

participants were placed in an educational setting the time to begin
treatment services in Drug Court is less than 5 days for the sixth

consecutive year.  

 Juvenile Drug Court looks forward to providing support to our
court involved youth in the community and to celebrating more

graduates in 2026. 

Judge Harper with graduate 
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Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff

Rise Up and Caring CaninesRise Up and Caring CaninesRise Up and Caring Canines

The Rise Up Summer Program for court-involved youth at the Delray Courthouse
kicked off on Friday, June 5th, providing participants with a supportive and

engaging environment throughout the summer. To help foster a sense of comfort,
encouragement, and connection, Caring Canines volunteers were invited to spend

two hours each program morning with staff and youth.

Under the coordination of Gabriella DeSabato, Caring Canines Coordinator, a
dedicated therapy dog team has staffed every one of the program’s 10 summer
sessions. Through the generosity of our 16 volunteers and their 17 remarkable

therapy dogs, participants have had the opportunity to interact with these calming
companions and experience the comfort and positive connection they pro

Juvenile Education ClinicsJuvenile Education Clinics  Juvenile Education Clinics 
 Juvenile Court Operations hosted several Juvenile Education Clinics (JEC) in June 2026, providing court-involved

youth with practical knowledge and skills to support positive decision-making and future success. The clinics
featured newly updated presentations designed to better reflect today’s world and connect with the experiences

of today’s teens. Gabriella DeSabato, Juvenile Delinquency Court Case Manager, facilitated the presentations with
assistance from Juvenile Court Operations staff.

On June 9, youth at the Juvenile Detention Center in West Palm Beach participated in Jobs 101, with support from
Brandon Richardson, Juvenile Drug Court Coordinator. The workshop focused on employment readiness,

workplace expectations, communication skills, and interview preparation.

 On June 11, the Delray Courthouse hosted Cyber Safety, with assistance from Jasmine Valdez, South County
Juvenile Court Case Manager. Youth learned about digital citizenship, protecting personal information,

recognizing online risks, and making responsible choices in today’s digital environment.

Juvenile Education Clinic faciliated by Gabriella DeSabato

Caring Canines in action



Page 20

Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff

Human Resources Programs and EventsHuman Resources Programs and EventsHuman Resources Programs and EventsHuman Resources Programs and Events

April 20, 2026: Deferred Compensation Lunch & Learn
On April 20, court administration staff were offered the

opportunity to hear from Stacey Sherbinsky of Voya
Financial on ways for employees to enhance their

retirement savings.

On June 26, a new employee orientation was held, in
which employees were introduced to the Circuit’s

Mission and Vision, Core Competencies, the structure of
the judicial branch, and their role as officers of the Court.

New Employee OrientationNew Employee OrientationNew Employee OrientationNew Employee Orientation

May 26, 2026: CPR, AED, and First Aid Training
On May 26, 2026, Lieutenant Ashley Bianco of the West

Palm Beach Fire Department provided a training session
on administering CPR, AED and First Aid.

Lunch and LearnsLunch and LearnsLunch and LearnsLunch and Learns

Therapy Dogs Visit the Main CourthouseTherapy Dogs Visit the Main CourthouseTherapy Dogs Visit the Main CourthouseTherapy Dogs Visit the Main Courthouse
On April 24 and June 26, the therapy dogs paid a visit to the main courthouse and provided

cheer to Circuit and Clerk employees. These visits are just one of the many offerings from the
Circuit's Health and Wellness Committee, which aims to provide activities and informative

resources to employees that encourage wellness and positive mental health.



April 2026
Maria Guedes Chien, Drug Court Case Manager;

Yrene Starke, Spanish Court Interpreter;
Christopher Pasquale, Trial Court Staff Attorney 
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May 2026
Ralph Naranjo, Systems Administrator II;

Marci Rex, County Court Judge;
Sheila Reichard, County JA for Judge Marci Rex; 

Alana Thomas, Floating JA;
Kirsten Barrios, Circuit JA for Judge Rowe;

Christina Sentmanat, Administrative Assistant II, HR

Welcome to the Circuit's newest Judges, Judicial Assistants and employees:

 Employees on the Move/Position Reclassified

June 2026
Dane Leitner, Circuit Court Judge;

Stacey Landsdorf, Circuit JA for Judge Leitner;
Stephanie Ballasteros, Juvenile Court Coordinator;

Andel Charlery, Student Technologist;
Cedric Emmanuel, Student Technologist

New Hires | Employees On the Move | RetirementsNew Hires | Employees On the Move | RetirementsNew Hires | Employees On the Move | RetirementsNew Hires | Employees On the Move | Retirements

Judges and Employees that retired during this quarter:

April 2026
Cheryl Caracuzzo, Circuit Judge, April 30

April 2026
Benjamin Aubrey, Civil Court CM

Losha Soriano, Court Interpreter Scheduling Specialist
Sean Thomas, Supervising Trial Court Staff Attorney

May 2026
Mordechai Spolter, Systems Administrator III



6/8/2026 11.705 Interns and
Volunteers

6/5/2026 11.109-2026
Duty Judge Roster
2026

6/5/2026 2.207 Request for
Reasonable

6/3/2026 5.101 Assignment of
Unified Family

5/29/2026 2.109 Disclosure of Use
of Generative

(Vacated)

5/22/2026 12.504 County
Canvassing Board

5/13/2026 2.11 Divisions of Court

5/13/2026 12.014 Vacating and
Setting Aside

5/8/2026 10.41 Plea of Guilty/No
Contest in Civil

5/8/2026 5.702 Family Drug Court5/8/2026 5.502 Service of
Domestic, Repeat,

5/1/2026 11.102 Assignment of
Administrative

4/24/2026 3.912 Creation of
County Civil

4/15/2026 6.312 Risk Protection
Orders

6/30/2026 2.105A

Fifteenth Circuit
Local
Professionalism
Panel Members

Administrative Orders
The following AOs were updated or entered April 2026 - June 2026 (most recent to oldest):
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https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/11.705.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/11.109-2026.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/2.207.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/5.101.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/2.109.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/12.504.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/2.110.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/12.014.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/10.410.pdf
https://15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/5.702.pdf
https://www.15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/5.502.pdf
https://www.15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/11.102.pdf
https://www.15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/3.912.pdf
https://www.15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/6.312.pdf
https://www.15thcircuit.com/sites/default/files/administrative-orders/2.105-A.pdf
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	The Honorable Charles Burton received the Distinguished Jurist of the Year Award from the South County Bar Association during their annual Installation Gala held on May 2.
	The Honorable Bradley Harper received the Jurist of the Year award by the North County Section of the Palm Beach County Bar Association during their awards dinner on May 21.
	The Honorable Cymonie Rowe received the 2026 JDI Award for West Palm Beach from the Judicial Diversity Initiative on May 21.
	The Honorable Laura Burkhart received the Woman Lawyer of the Year Award from the South Palm Beach County chapter of the Florida Association of Women Lawyers on May 27 during their Celebration and Installation event.
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. Cymonie Rowe Serves on Leadership Summit Panel
	The Honorable Cymonie Rowe participated in a nationwide panel titled "Origin Stories: The Challenges That Shaped Us - Overcoming challenges through resilience and grit" during the 2026 National Women's Leadership Summit hosted by the American Board of Trial Advocates April 9-12 in Savannah, GA.
	The weekend conference was a gathering of women trial lawyers that included leadership, connection and renewal.

	Hon. Sherri Collins Hosts Youth Law Day
	American Heritage Students Shadow the Hon. Sarah Shullman
	On April 11, the Honorable Sherri Collins, in partnership with the Palm Beach County Bar Association, hosted a Youth Law Day event.
	Approximately 80 youth were in attendance at the Main Courthouse. There, Judges, attorneys, and others taught various topics including civics and the legal system.
	On Tuesday, April 14, the Honorable Sarah Shullman welcome 14 seniors from the American Heritage Pre-Law Program to shadow her for the day as a part of their pre-law internships.
	Chief Judge Glenn Kelley spoke to the students about the Circuit and provided advice on pursuing careers in the legal field. PBSO Deputy Gregory and his K9 “Din” visited the students and explained the role of the K9. The students also observed judicial hearings, trials, which provided them insight into the workings of our local legal system.
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	The Circuit Says Farewell to the Hon. James Martz
	Palm Beach State College Students Visit the Hon. Caryn Siperstein
	Judges Participate in CourtCounsel Event
	Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer
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	Page 6


	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. G. Joseph Curley
	Presents at CLE Event
	Hon. Cymonie Rowe Swears In
	New Attorney
	Hon. Lauren Burke Welcomes
	St. Ann’s Catholic School Debate Team to Her Courtroom
	Hon. Lauren Burke Speaks to Boca Leadership Group
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Carver Middle Mock Trial
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. Cymonie Rowe Hosts Inaugural Next-Gen Leadership Summit
	On April 25, the Honorable Cymonie Rowe, with coordination from a planning committee made up of local business and legal professionals, hosted a day-long event for nearly 100 Palm Beach County middle and high school students, geared towards empowerment, mentorship and exposure to various career fields. Many of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit judges and magistrates participated as panel speakers and presenters.

	Hon. Sherri Collins Leads Jury Selection Roundtable
	Hon. Charles Burton and Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer Participate in Legal Seminar
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Judges Participate in Juror Appreciation Day Event
	Jurors were able to enjoy coffee and breakfast pastries as Chief Judge Glenn Kelley, Judge Sherri Collins, Judge Cymonie Rowe, and attorney Andrew Kwan were all present to express gratitude for those who appeared to perform their civic duty. Jurors play a vital role in helping to uphold the rule of law and protect constitutional rights.

	Hon. Samantha Schosberg Feuer and Court Administration Staff Participate in Youth Court
	On May 12, the Honorable Samantha Schosberg Feuer and Elizabeth Urquiola, Administrative Assistant III, participated in the final installment of the Youth Court program. The monthly series provides Palm Beach County students with the opportunity to gain first-hand legal experience, serving as attorneys and jurors for juvenile hearings. This month included 10 students and 10 volunteer attorneys.

	Installation Ceremony for Magistrate Allison Kapner
	On May 12, the Circuit held a swearing-in ceremony for Magistrate Kapner, who began her role with the Circuit in February 2026.
	Many family members, friends, fellow Magistrates, judges and Court Administration staff were present to help celebrate. One of those special guests was Magistrate Kapner's father, retired Judge and former Chief Judge Lewis Kapner.
	During the ceremony, Administrative Magistrate Maxine Williams provided remarks, Chief Judge Glenn Kelley administered the oath and Magistrate Kapner reflected on her journey, expressing gratitude for those who have supported her along the way.
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. Carolyn Bell and Hon. Katherine Mullinax Participate in CourtCounsel Event
	Judges Participate in Town Hall Event
	Hon. Carolyn Bell Teaches at Florida Bar Seminar
	Rosarian Academy Students Visit the Main Courthouse
	The Honorable Carolyn Bell lent her expertise to 100 attorneys attending the Florida Bar Trial Lawyers Advanced Trial Advocacy course program, which was held May 26-30 at the St. Thomas University College of Law in Miami, Florida. Judge Bell gave a presentation on professionalism as a part of the four-day program, which provided trial lawyers the tools to hone their litigation skills through lectures, discussions and demonstrations.
	On May 28, the Honorable Marni Bryson welcomed a group of 7th grade students from Rosarian Academy to her courtroom. During their visit to the courthouse, the students were able to enjoy a K9 demonstration, as well as observe a trial presided over by Judge Scott Suskauer.
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Hon. Cymonie Rowe Serves As Panelist at ABOTA Summit
	The Honorable Cymonie Rowe served as a speaker on a judicial panel at the 2026 American Board of Trial Advocates Civics Summit, held in Austin, TX June 10-12. The Summit is a professional development event that brings together civics educators, professors, lawyers and judges to discuss topics focused on civics education in America.

	Judges Luncheon with Clerk’s Office Interns
	On June 15, Judges Santo DiGangi, April Bristow, Bradley Harper, Jaimie Goodman, Carolyn Bell and G. Joseph Curley met with students from the Clerk’s Office Summer Finance & Justice Internship.
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	Highlighting the Judiciary
	Retired Judge Jeffrey Gillen Presides Over Mock Trial
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	15th Judicial Circuit Teams Participate in Florida’s Joint Dependency Drug Court & Early Childhood Court All-Sites Meeting
	From April 14–16, 2026, the Early Childhood Court and Family Treatment Court teams joined colleagues from across Florida at the Joint Dependency Drug Courts and Early Childhood Courts All-Sites Meeting held at PGA National Resort in Palm Beach Gardens. Hosted by the Office of the State Courts Administrator, this year's conference, "Strengthening Bonds, Restoring Hope, Creating Safe Pathways to Resilient Futures," highlighted innovative strategies for supporting families, promoting healing, and improving outcomes for children involved in the child welfare system.
	Representatives from the 15th Judicial Circuit participated in the event, including Judge Kathleen Kroll, Court Administration staff, attorneys, Guardian ad Litem representatives, dependency case management professionals, treatment providers, and other valued community partners, reflecting the collaborative approach that is central to both courts.
	Representing the 15th Judicial Circuit, Dr. Rachel Lively presented "Data-Driven Decisions: Strengthening Outcomes in Dependency Drug Courts and Early Childhood Courts," highlighting how the strategic use of data can strengthen decision-making, improve program performance, and enhance outcomes for children and families.
	Family Treatment Court staff


	South County Resource Room Grand Opening
	On April 21, the Juvenile Division hosted a grand opening for the new youth and family resource room, located at the South County Courthouse in Delray Beach. Court partners gathered for the event, which was hosted by Judge Melanie Dale Surber. Those who visit will find a clothing closet, books, a playroom and resources for youth and families. The room is open to anyone and can be accessed during Courthouse hours. It is located in the shared space with the Guardian Ad Litem program office on the second floor, near Courtroom 4. Special thanks to Juvenile Court Director Cristy Altaro and Juvenile Case Manager Jasmine Valdez for their efforts with the design and furnishing of the room. For donations, contact Jasmine Valdez.
	Jasmine Valdez, Juvenile Court Case Manager, Judge Surber and Cristy Altaro, Juvenile Court Director
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	2026 Take Your Child to Work Day
	On April 23, the Circuit hosted the annual Take Your Child to Work Day event, welcoming students ranging from ages 9-16 to the main courthouse to participate in various informative and engaging activities including a session on mindfulness, mock trials, a mock jury selection process,  mock mediation and panel discussions.
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	HR Team Presentation with Judges
	On April 28, the Circuit’s Human Resources team provided a comprehensive presentation to the judges covering a variety of key employment-related topics. The presentation included information on hiring and recruitment, ADA accommodation requests, retirement benefits and planning, and other important HR policies and processes. The session was intended to provide judges with a better understanding of available resources, procedures, and considerations related to their roles as employees and leaders.

	Court CIO Noel Chessman Speaks on Responsible AI Innovation at National Webinar
	Court Chief Information Officer Noel Chessman recently served as a panelist in the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and Thomson Reuters webinar, “Agentic AI in Legal Settings: Guardrails for Responsible Innovation,” held on May 20. The session drew significant interest, with more than 800 attendees nationwide.
	The panel explored both policy and technical strategies, as well as the challenges courts face in successfully implementing agentic AI technologies. Chessman contributed insights based on the court’s practical experience integrating automation and artificial intelligence into judicial processes.
	Chessman is a frequent presenter on court innovation initiatives, including the Judicial Virtual Services (JVS) Robotic Process Automation (RPA) program. This technology is currently used to automatically generate the Uniform Differentiated Case Management Orders & Order Setting Trial and Domestic Violence Injunction Petition without human intervention—helping streamline workflows and improve efficiency. Also presenting at the webinar was Parik Chokshi, IT Director for the Palm Beach County Clerk & Comptroller. Chokshi highlighted the Clerk’s use of artificial intelligence in docketing, which has received national recognition as a model for innovation in the field.
	Together, the Clerk’s AI-powered docketing and Court Technology’s RPA systems create a fully automated workflow—from the electronic filing of a petition to the generation and service of orders—demonstrating how integrated technologies can transform court operations.
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	Around the Circuit
	2026 Summer Judicial Intern & Law Clerk Program Begins
	On June 1, the Circuit welcomed this year’s group of judicial and law clerk interns to the program with an orientation, software training and a courthouse tour. On June 5, the group paid a visit to our Gun Club location for First Appearance with Judge Lourdes Casanova and a tour of the jail.

	Directors Gain Professional Development Tools at Annual Training
	On June 12, Trial Court Administrator Barbara Dawicke and the Court Administrator Directors held their Directors’ Training at Mounts Botanical Garden. The full day event featured a presentation from Dr. Suzanne Peterson, Partner at CRA | Admired Leadership on the topic of Elevating Performance and Holding Others Accountable, as well as a review of the proposed revised New Employee Handbook. The event is one of the annual trainings held by the TCA as a team-building exercise for the Directors and training to sharpen their leadership skills.
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	Juvenile Drug Court
	Juvenile Drug Court continues to celebrate its successes in 2026.
	In April 2026, under the direction of Judge Bradley Harper, Juvenile Drug Court celebrated its latest graduation with three youth who earned a successful completion of the program as well termination of their Juvenile Probation. Over the past year, 100% of participants were placed in an educational setting the time to begin treatment services in Drug Court is less than 5 days for the sixth consecutive year.
	Juvenile Drug Court looks forward to providing support to our court involved youth in the community and to celebrating more graduates in 2026.

	Truancy Docket Continues to Support Student Success
	During the second quarter of 2026, the Truancy Docket served 37 active cases representing students from 26 different schools throughout Palm Beach County.
	Over the course of the quarter, the Court conducted 97 truancy hearings, working collaboratively with families, schools, and community partners to address barriers to school attendance and promote student success. The quarter also marked five successful case closures, with those cases remaining open an average of 158 days before achieving positive outcomes.
	These results reflect the Truancy Docket's continued commitment to improving school attendance through accountability, early intervention, and coordinated support for students and their families.

	Family Treatment Court Team Participates in Professional Development on Purpose-Driven Practice
	On June 12, the Family Treatment Court team participated in an in-person training led by Dr. Kimberly Renk, focusing on the importance of understanding the collective "why" behind the team's work with children and families.
	Through a trauma-informed lens, the training encouraged team members to reflect on how purpose, compassion, and collaboration strengthen their ability to support parents in recovery while promoting safe, healthy outcomes for children. The session reinforced the value of maintaining a family-centered approach and the lasting impact that dedicated professionals can have on the lives of those they serve.
	The Family Treatment Court team looks forward to continuing this important work through future trainings with Dr. Renk and further strengthening its commitment to helping families heal, reunify, and thrive.
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	Juvenile Education Clinics
	Juvenile Court Operations hosted several Juvenile Education Clinics (JEC) in June 2026, providing court-involved youth with practical knowledge and skills to support positive decision-making and future success. The clinics featured newly updated presentations designed to better reflect today’s world and connect with the experiences of today’s teens. Gabriella DeSabato, Juvenile Delinquency Court Case Manager, facilitated the presentations with assistance from Juvenile Court Operations staff.
	On June 9, youth at the Juvenile Detention Center in West Palm Beach participated in Jobs 101, with support from Brandon Richardson, Juvenile Drug Court Coordinator. The workshop focused on employment readiness, workplace expectations, communication skills, and interview preparation.
	On June 11, the Delray Courthouse hosted Cyber Safety, with assistance from Jasmine Valdez, South County Juvenile Court Case Manager. Youth learned about digital citizenship, protecting personal information, recognizing online risks, and making responsible choices in today’s digital environment.

	Rise Up and Caring Canines
	The Rise Up Summer Program for court-involved youth at the Delray Courthouse kicked off on Friday, June 5th, providing participants with a supportive and engaging environment throughout the summer. To help foster a sense of comfort, encouragement, and connection, Caring Canines volunteers were invited to spend two hours each program morning with staff and youth.
	Under the coordination of Gabriella DeSabato, Caring Canines Coordinator, a dedicated therapy dog team has staffed every one of the program’s 10 summer sessions. Through the generosity of our 16 volunteers and their 17 remarkable therapy dogs, participants have had the opportunity to interact with these calming companions and experience the comfort and positive connection they pro
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	Around the Circuit – News from Court Administration Staff
	Human Resources Programs and Events
	Therapy Dogs Visit the Main Courthouse
	Lunch and Learns
	April 20, 2026: Deferred Compensation Lunch & Learn
	May 26, 2026: CPR, AED, and First Aid Training

	New Employee Orientation
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	New Hires | Employees On the Move | Retirements
	Welcome to the Circuit's newest Judges, Judicial Assistants and employees:
	April 2026
	Maria Guedes Chien, Drug Court Case Manager;
	Yrene Starke, Spanish Court Interpreter;
	Christopher Pasquale, Trial Court Staff Attorney


	May 2026
	Ralph Naranjo, Systems Administrator II;
	Marci Rex, County Court Judge;
	Sheila Reichard, County JA for Judge Marci Rex;
	Alana Thomas, Floating JA;
	Kirsten Barrios, Circuit JA for Judge Rowe;
	Christina Sentmanat, Administrative Assistant II, HR

	Dane Leitner, Circuit Court Judge;
	Stacey Landsdorf, Circuit JA for Judge Leitner;
	Stephanie Ballasteros, Juvenile Court Coordinator;
	Andel Charlery, Student Technologist;
	Cedric Emmanuel, Student Technologist



	Employees on the Move/Position Reclassified
	April 2026
	Benjamin Aubrey, Civil Court CM
	Losha Soriano, Court Interpreter Scheduling Specialist
	Sean Thomas, Supervising Trial Court Staff Attorney

	May 2026
	Mordechai Spolter, Systems Administrator III


	Judges and Employees that retired during this quarter:
	April 2026
	Cheryl Caracuzzo, Circuit Judge, April 30
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